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Dr. Sherri Cooper 
01/28/1956 – 11/23/2015 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
Thank you for joining us to celebrate the life 
of Sherri Lynn Rumer Cooper. From a very 
early age, Sherri recognized that she was alive 
both on this earth and in the spiritual world, 
and she considered her life here as a 
preparation for eternal life. As a scientist, she 
was particularly passionate about ecosystems. 
She used her studies in botany, marine 
science, and ecology to understand how all 
the components of life work together in a 

healthy environment, and applied the concepts at many levels. For example, 
she explored oceans, estuaries, and streams; analyzed the microscopic 
evidence of their evolution; and fathomed the human spirit represented there. 
 
Sherri worked hard to positively affect people in her environment. Part of her 
ecosystem will need to recalibrate now, but she will continue to influence and 
inspire us from her new perspective. 
 

~ David, Zia & Anji Cooper 
 
 
Please join us for a gathering hosted by Bryn Athyn College at the 
Doering Center for Science and Research (2915 College Drive) 
immediately following the service. 
 
 
Musicians: Kenneth Coy (organ), Tom Rosenberg (cello), Tony Rose (piano, 
vocals), Peter Childs (vocals), Christine McDonald (vocals), Shawn Rose 
(piano), Greg Synnestvedt (violin, guitar, mandolin), Aven Rose (vocals), 
Donna Bostock (percussion, vocals), Dylan Odhner (vocals), David Steen 
(guitar, vocals), Blake McCurdy (guitar), and other friends. 
 

 
 



Order of Service  
 

Humbly, Lord, We Ask Your Blessing ........................  852 
 

Opening of the Word 

Sentence 

Readings 

 

Interlude: Psalm 23 

 

Address: Rev. Dr. Jonathan Rose 

 

O’er the Silent Waters .................................................  814 
 

Prayer followed by the Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father, who art in the heavens, hallowed be Thy Name. Thy Kingdom come.  
Thy will be done, as in heaven so upon the earth. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts as we also forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

Benediction 

Closing of the Word 

Daughter of Zion  ....................................................  927 

 

 

 



LIFE AFTER DEATH 
When we die we simply move from one world into another. 
(Heaven and Hell 445). 
 
After the death of the body, the spirit of a person appears in the spiritual 
world in a human form, altogether as it appeared in the natural world. They 
also enjoy the faculty of sight, of hearing, of speaking, and of feeling, as before 
in the world. They are endowed with every faculty of thought, of will, and of 
action, as before in the world. In a word, they are a person in all things and in 
every particular, as they were before in the world. This continuation of life is 
what is meant by the resurrection.       (Arcana Coelestia 10594-5) 
 

ABOUT THE SERVICE: 
Prelude: Selections from JS Bach, Vivaldi, Eccles & Rachmaninoff. Tom has 
known Sherri since second grade and played in the school orchestra with her. 
Kenneth played at her wedding. 
 
Hymn 852: “Humbly Lord, We Ask Your Blessing” acknowledges the 
importance of religion as a central component of Sherri’s life. 
 
Interlude: Psalm 23. This rendition, composed and played by Tony, is by 
Sherri’s request.  
 
Address: Jonathan met with Sherri regularly throughout her battle with 
pancreatic cancer. He gained a sense of “evenness” in the way she balanced 
the aspects of her life.  
 
Hymn 814: “O’er the Silent Waters” honors the importance of water in Sherri’s 
life. Water represents truth, which cleanses the human spirit. 
 
Hymn 927: “Daughter of Zion” was selected because Zion in the Bible 
represents people who are receptive to, and transmit, the Lord’s love.  
 
Postlude: “How Long Will I Love You” (Ellie Goulding) is a contemporary 
song selected for Sherri by her daughters, Anji and Zia. 
 
Postlude: “Ripple” (Robert Hunter & Jerry Garcia) was discovered in the CD 
player, and was surely among the last few songs Sherri chose to hear. She 
appreciated thoughtful music, and harmony.  
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